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What is a Foundation Diploma?
This is a one year course which has two main purposes:

1. It enables you to try a wide range of Art based subjects to 

give you a clearer picture of the subject you could choose to 

study for a Degree course. These subjects include: Fine Art, 

Sculpture, Interior Design, Product Design, Graphic Design, 
Photography, Textile and Fashion Design, Theatre Design, Film 

and Animation. Although all Universities vary their subject 

choices and they will differ from University to University.

2. It will prepare you with a strong portfolio of work which is 

appropriate for the Degree course you will be applying for, as 
well as preparing you with some of the foundation skills you will 

need. 



Why do I need to do this course before 

completing a Degree?

• Students very rarely get straight onto a Degree course 

in an Art based subject. This course prepares you with 

a portfolio of work appropriate and relevant to the 

Degree course subject of your choice.

• It can also be a good ‘back-up’ plan if you are unsure 

if an Art based course is right for you. It is only for a 

year, but it will give you the opportunity to try more 

options in the Arts than those that were available to 

you at school. 

• AND IT’S FREE!! If you do it straight after Yr13



Which Foundation Course do I study?

The first thing to consider is which type of Foundation 

Diploma to apply for, as they focus on different subject 

areas. 

1. The main conventional Foundation Diploma is one in ‘Art & Design’ 

where you will study a wide range of subjects based around Art & 

Design, e.g. Fine Art, Graphic Design, Product Design, Textiles, 

Photography and Fashion (among others). 

2. There is a Media Foundation Diploma which focuses on specialisms 

such as Broadcasting, Media Production, Sound and Lighting, 

Photography and Film-making. The Media Foundation Diploma is for 

students who are not typically ‘Arty’ and wish to follow a 

Photography/ Media based path.

3. There is also a Fashion Diploma pathway for those of you who wish 

to study something Fashion related at Degree Level.



This is an example of the courses offered at Ravensbourne:







How do I apply for a Foundation Diploma?

With this type of course you apply directly to the 

University, not through UCAS. Go onto the University 

website and search for the course, then download 

an application form. This will also include a section 

for you to write a subject specific personal 

statement (details on how to write this are 

mentioned below). The deadline for applications is 

between January – March, but it is worth applying as 

soon as possible, as students will be interviewed 

almost straight away (first come, first served).



Suggested Universities/ Art Colleges
University of the Arts London:
Central Saint Martins
Chelsea College of Art
London College of Communications
London College of Fashion
Camberwell College of Art
Wimbledon College of Art
N.B. It must be noted that you can only apply to ONE of the Colleges above, so choose wisely!

University for the Creative Arts:
Rochester
Canterbury
Epsom
Farnham

Ravensbourne College of Art (not the school! Website is www.rave.ac.uk)
Croydon School of Art
Kingston University
University of Southampton – Winchester School of Art
Falmouth University - Falmouth School of Art
Brighton University (Photography)
Goldsmiths, University of London
Glasgow School of Art

http://www.rave.ac.uk/

